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Bigger earthquakes have more _and larger aftershocks _and the sequences can last
for years or even longer especially when a large event occurs in a seismically quiet area

The rate of aftershocks decreases quickly - the decrease is proportional to the
inverse of time since the main shock. This means the second day has about 1/2 the
number of aftershocks of the first day _and the tenth has about 1/10 the number of the
first day.

How long this lasts depends on the size of the main shock (bigger earthquakes
have more aftershocks) _and how active the region was before the main shock (if the
region was seismically quiet before the main shock, the aftershocks continue above the
previous rate for a longer time). Thus, an aftershock can occur weeks or decades after a
main shock.
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